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Colossians 1:15–20 (ESV) — 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Series Overview – Everyday questions from everyday Christians. What does the Bible say about faith and life’s biggest questions?
__________________________________________________________________
What is the Meaning of Life? (Isa. 43:7, Psalm, 29, 1 Cor. 10:31, Rom. 11:36, Eccl. 12:13)
· Everything invented, created, or built was on purpose for a purpose…by its creator. 
Isaiah 43:7 (ESV) — 7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
Matthew 5:16 (ESV) — 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
Matthew 22:34–40 (ESV) — 34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
ANSWER: To bring God glory! 
· Glory: honor, reverence, splendor, abundance, distinction, testimonial, dignity, worship, etc.

So, how do we bring glory to God?

1. To Know God! ___  _________________  ___________
John 17:3 (ESV) — 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
Jeremiah 9:23–24 (ESV) — 23 Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.” 
· The Trap: is simply intellectual ascent, to know of God.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Practical Truth: is reading God’s word to truly know Him, ask Him and His words questions, pray, in faith apply His truths and instruction.
2. To Love God! ___  ______________  ___  ____________
1 John 4:16–19 (ESV) —  16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 
. The Trap:  is our love for God just a feeling or just obedience. 
. Practical Truth: Find joy and a desire to obey God, spending time in prayer

3. To let God live in and through you! ___  ___  _____________  ______  ____________
Ephesians 2:9–10 (NLT) — 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 
. The Trap:  Doing the right thing with the wrong motives or in your own strength.
. Practical Truth:  In any moment asking God “What do you want me to know, and what do you want me to do?”

Take Away
· Anything’s meaning or purpose can only be found by looking to it’s creator.
· A person’s value and purpose, the Meaning of Life, can only be found by knowing, loving, and living a life that glorifies our GOD – our creator!
· Admitting and understanding that if I am God’s masterpiece, so are others. Treat them as such.
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, 
For this is man’s all. — Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NKJV)


Discussion Questions:
1. In what things have you tried to find value and purpose for your life?
2. How does believing and living within God’s purpose (to bring Him glory) change your perspective on your family, friends, work, possessions, etc.?
3. What relationships or situations in your life make it hard to live for God and/or glorify Him?
4. What does the bible say about glorifying God even in the hard times?
5. How can your life be better if you don’t have to manufacture your purpose or let the world define your purpose and value?

